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As we start the week before Christmas Break it is
important to take a minute to reflect on and appreciate
all that is going well in our world. The challenges the
pandemic has brought us have not been easy. But what I
am so grateful for is the way the Judson ISD employees
have come together with a commitment to
collaboratively work together to ensure the best
educational opportunities and support for our students
and families.
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For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org

DEAR  JUDSON  ISD  LEADERS:
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https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4021/JudsonISDStrategicPriorities.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/


The past two weeks have not been easy, and I realize that there has been lots of fear and
apprehension. But what I can tell you is that our campuses have been a safe place to be. Judson
ISD has quarantined numerous individuals, but we have done this in an abundance of caution
because our Covid-19 positive numbers remain low. But after thanksgiving we did experience a
change, we have gone from 36 in November to 52 in December.  So as we prepare to break for
the holidays I want to remind you of the importance of staying healthy and making sure you
are following guidelines such as wearing masks and social distancing. We are all in this
together.  We know that the holidays can be an important time for you and your loved ones. 
 We are counting on you just as much as you are counting on us to make the best decisions to
keep ourselves and each other safe.  
 
I want to take this time to wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! May you find
peace, happiness, and love during this beautiful season. You are very much appreciated! May
God bless you. We look forward to seeing you on January 4, 2021.

The Christmas holidays are right around the corner and the Fine Arts Department engaged
students all across the district to come up with the best holiday artwork for the district
Christmas card. Students were asked to dial-up their creative juices for this project and they
really came through. The contest garnered 114 entries and judges picked out the top three…one
from elementary, one middle school, and one high school. Here are the winning entries.

DR .  BALL 'S  MONDAY  MESSAGE  (CONTINUED)

CHRISTMAS  CARD  WINNERS
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WINTER  HOLIDAY  GIVEAWAY
Dr. Ball wants to give away a Christmas
wreath, blanket, and a gift certificate for
one 8 lb honey-baked ham to an employee
who can share with us their favorite winter
holiday tradition.

Upload a photo to social media using our
hashtag: #return2learnjisd. Feel free to
post your submission(s) on Instagram,
Facebook, and/ or Twitter. You can also
submit your photo to media@judsonisd.org. 

Good luck!

KENDRA SCOTT  GIVEAWAY

Last week we asked our staff to share with us
their favorite baking recipe.

Lynne Rowe, a Specialist from JISD Employee
Services, was this week's giveaway winner! 

Thank you to everyone who participated!
 

SUPERINTENDENT  GIVEAWAYS

https://www.judsonisd.org/
https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/1
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4021/JudsonISDStrategicPriorities.pdf
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In December, Go Public is celebrating Inclusive Schools
Week by spotlighting elementary school librarians’
recommendations on books about inclusion, diversity,
empathy, or compassion. We wanted to share that there
are a few JISD librarians who submitted entries in
response to the promotion highlighted in a previous
Monday Message. Below is a link to read more about their
submissions.

https://wegopublic.com/inclusive-week-librarian-
book-list/

GO  PUBLIC- EDUCATOR  SPOTLIGHT

All Judson ISD staff and community members are invited
to nominate a JISD employee by filling out and
submitting the nomination form.

Click here to nominate someone you know today!

EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  MONTH

NOMINATIONS

Each year the district recognizes those teachers who
embody the spirit and commitment that produces a level
of educational excellence and just simply makes others
around them better each day because of who they are
and what they do. Each campus selected someone that
fits this description for a special honor. So this was an
opportunity to recognize this group of professionals we
call Judson ISD Distinguished Educators.

Our Distinguished Educator Nominees for 2020-2021

DISTINGUISHED  EDUCATORS

https://www.judsonisd.org/
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We are so proud of our Hartman ES 3rd-grade
students in Mrs. Ortiz’s class. Principal
Monica Rodriguez sent out the SPURS reading
challenge to the kids and teachers on her
campus. Mrs. Ortiz’s 3rd-grade students
accepted that challenge and they have been
awarded a What’Cha Reading luncheon and a
special celebration video from the Spurs
Athletic Organization along with a $200.00
gift card to use as they need.

SPURS  GIVE  WHAT 'CHA READING  PRIZE  WINNER

In total, 27 students participated. They read 668 books, and they accumulated 106 hours of
reading time from October 19 to December 2, 2020.

The initiative was called: SPURS Give, What’Cha Reading Challenge
https://spursgive.org/reading/

This week, Melissa Wicker said she had the privilege to witness the true meaning of Christmas
within our Judson ISD family. Seeing the quick reaction from so many help a family in need has
shown her that there is still good in the world and hope during these trying times.

JUDSON  PD  ACT  OF  KINDNESS  TURNS  INTO  A BEACON  FOR  HOPE

She reached out to the Judson Police Department
knowing that one of our families with four children ages
5 and under being raised by a great grandparent was in
need of assistance. In under 72 hours, Lieutenant Adolfo
Hernandez and his team personally visited with Ms.
Wicker, went to the children's home to meet with their
guardian, assessed the need, procured two booster
seats, and installed the booster seats and two car seats
in the guardian's vehicle. On top of all that, the entire
Judson Police Department chose to adopt this entire family of six for Christmas. In Lt.
Hernandez's words, "We will make sure they have an amazing Christmas!".

"We always hear about organizations doing wonderful things for people in our community.
However, to see it happen first hand, and so quickly, is incredible. They truly went above and
beyond their call of duty!" - Melissa Wicker, Rolling Meadows Elementary - Pre-K 3
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In celebration of the first night of
Hanukkah on Thursday, December 10, the
Salinas administration fried traditional
potato latkes for staff members. Delivery
was done by special delivery elves. A couple
of different styles of preparation were tried
including the one perfected by Mr.
Silverman’s mom. Staff members reported
that “the school smelled heavenly all day”
and that they enjoyed a traditional food
from the Jewish culture. Hanukkah
continues until the evening of December 18.

HANUKKAH  CELEBRATION  AT  SALINAS  ELEMENTARY

On December the 8th, Escondido faculty, and staff were treated to hot cocoa because they are
awesome, exceptional, dedicated, hardworking, and thoughtful!

HOT  COCOA LION  APPRECIATION  

https://www.judsonisd.org/
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Last Friday, December 11th, Paschall Elementary School celebrated its faculty and staff with
chips and salsa courtesy of Chuy's in Selma!

CHIP ,  CHIP  HOORAY!

Metzger Middle School cafeteria staff brought some Christmas cheer to everyone on their
campus! Their Christmas stockings are located in their cafeteria. 

MORE  HOLIDAY  CHEER

https://www.judsonisd.org/
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The communications department would
love to share your stories! Afterall, a
picture is worth over a thousand words!
Click on the images below to go to our
pages and give us a follow.

F I N D  U S  ON  S O C IA L

M E D IA !

F a c e b o o k . c om / J u d s o n I S D

@ J u d s o n I S D

@ J u d s o n I S D_ O f f i c i a l

Y o u t u b e . c om / J u d s o n I S D T V

Is there an event, student, teacher, or
community member you want to highlight? The
Judson ISD social media platforms and website
are a great way to highlight student and
district successes!

DO  YOU  HAVE  A
SPECIAL  STORY?

To request media coverage, please fill out this
submission form. 

If you have any questions, please contact
Judson ISD's Multimedia Coordinator, Briana
Estrada, at 210-945-5411 or
bestrada@judsonisd.org. Thank you in advance
for your participation.
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All of us at Judson ISD have made sacrifices when
it comes to safety during the pandemic. We ask
you to continue to keep in mind your health and
safety by limiting your outings and social
gatherings. Recent increases in Covid-19 cases
are linked primarily to social events and
gatherings where people are not wearing face
coverings and not physically distancing. Please
continue to make smart choices and socialize
safely with face coverings.

STAY  SAFE  JUDSON  ISD

https://www.judsonisd.org/
https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/1
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4021/JudsonISDStrategicPriorities.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://www.instagram.com/judsonisd_official/
https://twitter.com/judsonisd?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC22htyR_RgeKakdv3EwKrRg
https://www.facebook.com/judsonisd/
https://twitter.com/judsonisd?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/judsonisd_official/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC22htyR_RgeKakdv3EwKrRg
https://tinyurl.com/jisdmediarequest

